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Nicole Baker knows that first-hand. She
is one of the new business people to the city
who have found their niche and achieved
success in a very short time

Having started her technology and web-
site design company, Digital Blues, in
February 2003, it has grown beyond being
just a local technical support company and
has built a growing intemational client
base. The Chamber of Commerce recently
recognized the company as Business of the
Year for companies under 10 employees.

It has taken a lot of hard work to get the
successes Digital Blues has had, bur Baker

gives some of that credit to being in

Grande Prairie

“It’s pretty incredible
here. I always say there is
enough work for every-
one out there,” says
Baker, whose company
0 local

now handles
and international web-
sites and boasts well over 300 clients
When she started, it was just her and her
business partner (who she bought ourt last
year). Three months later they had to hire a
web designer, then three months after that
they had to hire a technician. Today, there

are six employees, hopefully a seventh in

the new year, and a host of subcontractors.

Their growth has surprised Baker, who
never even expected to turn a profit in the
first year.

“You read all these marketing books and

all these sales books before you start your
business and they say to expect 10 per cent
growth in revenue to start. Well there has-
n't been a year where we haven't doubled
the revenues. It's pretty amazing. | just
checked last week and we’re already double
over the same period last year for revenues.”
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Below - Digital Blues owner Nicole Baker
has turned Grande Prairie's success into
her own success. Recently, she won the
local chamber of commerce's Business of
the Year award for companies with under
10 employees.



